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than in theory only, an officer of the court, may 
have derived from the scandals disclosed in 
Massachusetts a few months before the address 
was prepared. A number of former jurors had 
confessed to selling themselves, and for small 
amounts, and though intermediaries had ap- 
proached them, the scandals were in some cases 
traced to lawyers, who were presumably bene- 
ficiaries in all such cases. 

Specialization in advocacy implies limitation of 
the advocates to those showing special talent and 
training. Discussing the apparent inability of 
the profession to limit its numbers, Mr. I. P. 
Callison (Journal, A. J. S. for Apr. 1933) said: 

“It is clear that as the number increase and 
the field of legitimate earnings decrease, old 
abuses will be multiplied and new abuses that 
may be expected to yield income will be in- 
vented. Thus the process of the debauchery of 
the system will be accentuated and the situation 
grow steadily worse.” 

If this prophecy had been expressed thirty or 
forty years ago, and with reference to our more 
popular jurisdictions, its author could now as- 
suredly assert its fulfillment. 


Judges’ Sympathies Misplaced 
“From time to time the board of trustees has 
been requested to take some appropriate action 
with reference to the apparent extreme leniency 
on the part of the supreme court of California 
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toward members of the bar brought before the 
court in disciplinary actions. This matter was 
discussed at length, and it was voted that the 
president, senior vice-president, and junior vice- 
president of the Los Angeles Bar Association 
shall wait upon the supreme court justices and 
present to them the question of the alleged ex- 
treme leniency in grievance matters.”—Los Ange- 
les Bar Association Bulletin. 


Why Do Judges “Electioneer”? 

“The courts should be presided over by judges 
of stable character and moral ideals, of learning 
in the law, of judicial poise, and of that power of 
moral command over those about them which is 
the outgrowth of experience grafted on character. 

“Experience has demonstrated—and I think al- 
most every lawyer and judge knows—that the 
election of judges by popular vote is not con- 
ducive to this result; not entirely, or even largely, 
by reason of the class of men who are elected, 
but because of the effect of uncertainty of tenure 
upon the human mind and will of the judge. A 
commendably large number of elected judges per- 
form their duty without fear or favor. But their 
seats tremble beneath them as they do it. An 
electioneering judge is a sad spectacle. Our sys- 
tem forces him to electioneer or accept defeat.” — 
a C. Wyckoff, Pres. Calif. State Bar (1933- 
1934). 


In a sense a judge is a sort of glorified traffic officer. If the 
traffic is kept moving it will continue to use the customary chan- 
nels, but if it becomes congested, it will take to the byways and 
avoid the main thoroughfare. We have our business sufficiently 
in our own hands to be able, to a very large extent, to direct its 


destiny.—Judge John B. Sanborn. 
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